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Synopsis

This outstanding compendium of 292 great speeches contains addresses from nearly every
historical era and nation, from the formal orations of ancient Greece and the speeches of Julius
Caesar, to modern-day addresses by Nelson Mandela, Ronald Regan and VAfAclav Havel. Among
the memorable speeches included here are Pericles’ funeral oration, St. Bernard’s advocacy of the
Second Crusade, William Jennings Bryan’s "Cross of Gold" speech, Winston Churchill’s "Blood,
Sweat and Tears" address, Richard Nixon’s speech to the astronauts on the moon, Malcolm X’s
address on the Black Revolution, and many more. Readers will also find time-honored declamations
by St. Francis, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Napoleon, Victor Hugo, Leon Trotzky, Mohandas K.
Gandhi, Dylan Thomas, Fulton J. Sheen, Adlai Stevenson, Walter Reuther, and many

othersA¢Eta ™over 240 speakers in all.For this newly updated edition, Stephen J. McKenna,
Assistant Professor of English at The Catholic University of America, has added 14 important
speeches delivered between 1974 and 1997. These new selections include Barbara Jordan’s
Opening Statement to the House Judiciary Committee for the Nixon Impeachment Proceedings
(1974); Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s Harvard Commencement Address (1978); Ronald Regan’s First
Inaugural Address (1981): Nelson Mandela’s Address to a Rally in Cape Town on His Release from
Prison (1990); VAfAjclav Havel's Address to a Joint Session of Congress (1990); the Earl of
Spencer’s Tribute to Diana, Princess of Wales (1997); and more.Rich with drama of history, the
speeches in this volume will serve you time and time again by suggesting provocative themes and
historical parallels, and by providing apt quotations, important reference passages, and a wide

range of other valuable material.
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Customer Reviews

This wonderful anthology contains 292 great speeches from almost every historical period and from
many nations. They range from orations made by ancient Greeks and Romans such as Socrates
and Julius Caesar through to speeches by contemporary figures such as Nelson Mandela and Aung
San Suu Kyi.Each speech is preceded by a paragraph putting it in its historical context.This massive
volume (920 pages) is complemented by another formidable anthology of important speeches,
Safire’sA A Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History, Updated and Expanded Edition. Both
books are worth consulting by students of oratory and of history.The World’s Great Speeches is now
in its fourth edition. | hope that its fifth edition will include more speeches by the winners of the
Nobel Prize (for example, the Nobel banquet speeches by Albert Camus and Harold Pinter).Also
welcome would be more speeches by great writers, artists and scientists (for example, by Albert
Einstein), and more speeches by people from places other than the English-speaking countries and

Europe.

Wow!! So much information in one volume!! The most updated edition with new speeches included.
Trade paperback quality paper with nicely constructed glossy cover. Very reasonably priced for the
over 800 pages printed!!

big book ---haven’t read much of it yet might take some time to finish----

Best reason | like this book is it gives some insight of the speach writers that i wasn/t awag of

before. e.g. John Brown

Very good

Excellent reference book!

It is the most excellent book | have ever seen. The great speeches shunned my eyes! Cleisthenes,

Caesar, Antony... | came to the live in the past. The font is a little small, though.



Terribly educational. And totally delightful to be reading on the train to work each day. Some
speeches surprized me in that | thought | could have done a better job. LOL
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